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NEWS 
March 29, 2019 

 
  

 

 

Editor’s note: Many of you have been asking about the history, meaning and pronunciation of our new regional name. 
On the last page of this issue, you will find a printable information sheet offering a brief history of how the name was 
chosen, along with a first look at our new logo. You will also find a video link to an interview between our Executive 
Minister, Rosemary Lambie and Elder Satewas Gabriel of Kanesatake United Church describing the meaning and 
pronunciation of Nakonha:ka. Please share with your community of faith! 

  INSPIRATION 

PRAYER FROM MODERATOR RICHARD BOTT 
(in response to the recent attack on Father Claude Grou during worship at Saint Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal) 

Holy One... 
I pray for the healing of your servant, 
Father Claude Grou, 
in body, mind, and spirit; 
that he might be safe and whole, 
once again able 
to share the gospel, 
to celebrate the sacraments, 
and to love without measure. 
In Jesus' name - amen. 

For additional reflection on incident, see article in Aujourd’hui Credo (in French): http://bit.ly/Moderator-CGrou-2019  

  INFORMATION 

APPEAL FOR HELP:  CYCLONE IDAI 

Cyclone Idai swept through Southern Africa in March 
2019, leaving terrible disaster in its wake. Severe 
flooding and devastation has affected millions people in 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi. United Church 
Mission & Service partner ACT Alliance, together with 
local partners, are assessing the impact of the crisis on 
the ground in order to provide immediate assistance, 
minimize loss of life, and ensure that the needs of the 
most vulnerable are met. 

The United Church sent an initial contribution of $20,000 
to partners and is launching an church-wide appeal to respond to massive emergency needs and 
support eventual rehabilitation and rebuilding.  

Find out how you can help: https://www.united-church.ca/cyclone-idai 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMO TO MINISTRY PERSONNEL: SABBATIC LEAVE 2020 
The Sabbatical Leave Committee, which is a committee of the Finance & Extension Board, is presently 
inviting requests for sabbatical leave from ministry personnel for 2020.  

If this is in your future plans, please contact Renate Sutherland, Chair of Sabbatical Leave by phone 
(514-695-1970) or by email (renate.sutherland@bell.net) and/or submit a preliminary proposal to the 
Sabbatical Leave Committee by June 1, 2019.  

See full document here:  http://bit.ly/2020-SabbaticLeave  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

PRESS RELEASE: CONVOCATION AWARDS RECIPIENTS 
The Senate of the United Theological College / Le Séminaire Uni in Montreal is pleased to announce 
two forthcoming awards to be conferred at our Convocation, taking place at Cedar Park United Church 
in Pointe Claire at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, May 8, 2019. Rev. Jim Manly and Eva Manly of Nanaimo, 
BC will jointly receive an honorary Doctorate of Divinity, and Rev. Cindy M. Bourgeois of Regina, SK 
will receive the Craig Chaplin Award for outstanding contributions made by a person from the LGBTQ2 
community. 

Read full press release: http://bit.ly/2019-03-29-ConvocationAwards-UTC  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAD TRIP: KANESATAKE UNITED CHURCH 

One of my goals as the Communications support person for Nakonha:ka 
Regional Council is to build connections and visit as many of our regional 
communities of faith as possible (while still maintaining an active membership 
in my home church!) 

On Sunday, March 24th, I made my first Sunday visit to Kanesatake  
United Church, accompanied by Executive Minister Rosemary Lambie.  
The community welcomed us warmly, and after sharing worship together,  
we enjoyed a delicious lunch of soup and sandwiches, while we swapped 
stories and learned a little more about each other. 

I was also greatly blessed to receive a wonderful collection of stories 
including commemorative materials from the 150th anniversary of the 
Kanesatake community from Elder Harvey Gabriel, which I look forward  
to reading in depth. In the meantime, here are a few highlights: 

A Brief History of Kanesatake United Church 
One hot summer day in 1868, Chief Sose Onasakenrat (Joseph Swan) 
walked into the Catholic Church during mass and called 400 community 
members to leave and join the Methodist movement, starting with house 
churches and then a church building in 1872. Although this first building was 
demolished in 1878, another church was built nearby in 1897 and is still used 
as the gathering place for this community of faith. In 2018, the community 
celebrated their 150th anniversary, gathering photos and stories from 
members, ministers and moderators over the years into a wonderful 
commemorative magazine. Some highlights include stories of box socials, 
bingo and fundraising by the Ladies Aid society one dollar at a time to build a 
new church hall; faith-filled confirmations and translations of scriptures and 

hymns into Mohawk; not to mention singers, artists and quilters, bakers and social activists for land rights as 
well as Aboriginal women’s rights. Despite challenges and obstacles throughout their history, this community 
springs from a rich heritage of faith and commitment, and offers a warm welcome to visitors. Thanks again. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

EASTER OPPORTUNITIES: SHARE THE MUSIC 

Kanesatake United Church is looking for a musician to accompany their Easter 
Sunday worship service. Please contact Harvey Gabriel if you are interested in 
sharing your gifts!  

Email: satewas.karenhatase.gabriel@gmail.com 
Phone: 450-479-8597 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

EASTER OPPORTUNITIES: WILDLIFE WALK (Montreal) 

Walk for Protection of Threatened and Vulnerable Species and Habitats  
April 19, from 9am to 12pm (Good Friday)  
Montreal Wetlands located in the Montreal Technoparc (Saint-Laurent Borough)  
Meeting point: Just west of 7595 Saint-François Road, Ville Saint-Laurent (north of the airport) 

Hello nature lovers,  

You are invited to the third annual Good Friday hike to protect threatened and 
vulnerable species and their habitats. Come discover and explore the Montreal 
Wetlands located in the Montreal Technoparc (Saint-Laurent Borough). Amateur 
ornithologists, both English and French-speaking, will be on hand to guide you 
on the trails and help you identify the birds, their songs and their various 
behaviours. You will most likely see birds of prey, new spring migration arrivals, 
species that frequent feeders, and perhaps even an owl or two… 

Learn more: http://bit.ly/2019-04-19-WildlifeWalk-WPUC  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

EASTER OPPORTUNITIES: GOSPEL CONCERT AND MORE (Verdun) 

Southwest United Church is organizing a wide range of events to celebrate the 
Easter season at multiple locations in Verdun this year, including the following: 

 Good Friday service 
 Gospel concert 
 New Fire 
 Resurrection Breakfast 
 Hallelujah Easter Service 
 Easter Egg Hunt 

Learn more: http://bit.ly/2019-Easter-SWUC  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

LET’S GO CAMPING! 
United Spirit Camp is a one week volunteer 
led camp for children and youth and it is 
one of the ministries of Nakonha:ka 
Regional Council. The United Spirit Camp 
is looking for campers and youth over 16 to 
be counselors at this one week long sleep-
away camp. Our theme this summer is 
“Radical Welcome” and we cannot wait to 
meet you! There are limited spots, so 
register soon! Camp costs 375$ for the 
week and we have funding available for 
“camperships.”  

Website: https://sites.google.com/view/campunitedspirit/home  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/United-Spirit-Camp-Esprit-Uni-161252004524615/ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

STEWARDSHIP TOOLKIT 
You are invited to participate in online dialogue with Canadian Anglicans, United Church & others---lay 
and ordained---who are engaged in congregational giving and stewardship ministry.  

Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1497896833864628/  
Resources: www.stewardshiptoolkit.ca  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

VIDEO LICENSING 

Last year, EDGE started centrally distributing the Video Licenses (sometimes called Public Performance 
Licenses) for pastoral charges in the UCC.  

For more information: https://buyingunited.net/video-licensing 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

LAST CALL: ALL UCW MEMBERS AND WOMEN OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

The UCW forms an integral part of the United Church of Canada, and there is a desire to form an executive 
of the United Church Women within the bounds of the Conseil régional Nakonha:ka Regional Council 
(formerly Region 13) in order to be recognized as part of the National UCW.  

For more details, please download the letter (http://bit.ly/UCW-Memo2019) and contact Valerie Nickson at 
valerienicksonucw1@gmail.com by March 31. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Children and Youth Ministry (Mount Royal United Church, Town of Mount Royal) 
Mount Royal United Church is seeking an enthusiastic individual to work with children and youth, including 
coordinating Sunday School and animating Youth Programs. This is a part-time position at 10 hours a week   
You can send email to: mruc514@gmail.com or write us at:  Mount Royal United Church - Église Unie Mont-
Royal,1800 Graham Blvd., Town of Mount Royal, QC, H3R 1G9 

See position description at: www.mountroyalunited.ca 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

OTHER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

LAST CALL: Keeper of the Learning Circle  
(Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre, Beausejour, MB) 

The Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre is seeking a Keeper of the Learning 
Circle to oversee the Ministry Training Program. Posting closes March 31. 

More information here: http://bit.ly/SandySaulteauxKeeper  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR MORE NEWS FROM UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 
https://www.united-church.ca/news 

INVITATION 
APRIL 4 
What is Love? Story Night (Saint Columba House, Montreal)  
We search for it everyday. We look for it in relationships with our friends and families, our coworkers. We 

search for it through sports, the arts, spiritual community. What if what we are 
searching for could be found right where we are? What if what we are looking for is in 
our neighbourhoods? There is inherent value to be seen to belong right where we are 
and there is a gold mine of wonder, giftedness and love to be discovered in the places 
we live.  

The evening will consist of music, poetry, stories of the neighbourhood, and stories 
from the way Jesus lived and loved in the everyday places with everyday people. 

Come and Re-Imagine with us how we can locate our love in the places we inhabit. 

See this event on Facebook: http://bit.ly/StoryNight-2019-Montreal-FB  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 APRIL 9 to MAY 28  (6 Tuesday evenings from 7:10 pm to 8:45 pm) - ONLINE 
Les célébrations liturgiques : mieux comprendre, savoir participer  
et animer (United Theological College, Montreal) 
Cost: $90 
Please contact Caroline Leamon: admin@utc.ca to register before April 2. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

APRIL 12-14 
Youth Forum - Magog QC  
Theme: Indigenous Justice Issues 
Special Guests: Kairos "The Blanket Exercise"  
Location: St. Paul's United Church - Magog QC 
Cost: 50$ (please speak to Shanna if this is an obstacle)  
For Participants aged 12-19 

Registration Link: https://goo.gl/forms/Ha28iAaQ1x19m6M22 
See this event on Facebook: http://bit.ly/YouthForum-April2019 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 APRIL 29 to MAY 3  (5 days, from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm) 
INTENSIVE FRENCH COURSE:  
Français pour le ministère – Niveau 2 – Préparation au certificat de ministère 
bilingue (United Theological College, Montreal) 

This course will encourage participants to improve and make use of their knowledge in 
French. It will enable ministers to perform their work more ably in a French 
environment, whether leading services or bible studies, offering pastoral care or 
developing prayers and theological reflections. 

Download poster:  http://bit.ly/UTC-Francais2Ministere  
Please contact Caroline Leamon: admin@utc.ca to register before April 15. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

SAVE THE DATE: JULY 26, 27 & 28 
78th Annual Summer Event: Sing a New Song  
(Ramada Hotel, Cornwall, Ontario) 

Stay tuned; brochure and registration form will be available April 1. 
Contact Kim Baird: bairdjk@cogeco.ca or 613-933-5851 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

SAVE THE DATE: SEPTEMBER 20 TO 22, 2019 
From Babel to Pentecost: An Intercultural Challenge for Ministries  
(Villa Saint-Martin, Montreal, Quebec) 

 Ecumenical and interactive program 

 Offert en français 

 Adapted to Quebec’s cultural context 

For more information or to register: https://www.interculturalleadership.ca/mcmi  

Register before August 25, 2019 | Bursaries available 

Download poster: http://bit.ly/2019-09-20-BabelToPentecost-SCH  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

ONGOING EVENTS 
Walking Through Grief (Hudson) 

Walking Through Grief is open to all who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. We gather in the parking lot at the corner of Selkirk and 
Main every Wednesday of the year at 10:00 a.m. and walk from there 
to Sandy Beach or to Jack Layton Park, and return to share coffee 
(and, for some, a breakfast) at Restaurant Viviry.  Somewhere along 
the way - either during the walk or over coffee - a reading about grief is 
shared.  Sometimes reflective discussion ensues. There is always a 
warm welcome and a supportive group. 

For more information, call Kent Chown: 450-458-4912 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

ORA Loss & Living Program Workshops (Ste. Genevieve United Church, 
Dollard-des-Ormeaux) 
ORA Loss & Living Program, a community outreach initiative of  
Ste. Genevieve United Church, offers a wide selection of events  
designed to create space for conversation about grief, loss and hope.  
All are welcome; please register in well in advance to reserve your spot! 
MARCH 29 – 7 to 9 pm  
Modern Memory Quilts (trunk show) with Suzanne Paquette ($10) 
APRIL 6 – 9:30 am to 4:30 pm  
Making a Mini Modern Memory Quilt with Suzanne Paquette ($80) 
APRIL 13 – 1 to 3 pm  
Making Peace with Regret ($5) 

 
Download posters here: http://bit.ly/2019-ORA-Posters  

Registration: http://bit.ly/ORA-Eventbrite   

Email: info@ora-mtl.org 

Facebook: http://facebook.com/oralossandliving 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAY 25, 2019  
Inaugural Regional Gathering in St. Lambert 

“Au commencement… / Tiotahsawahkwen… / In the beginning…”   
Please mark May 25th in your calendar and plan to join us in  
St. Lambert for the Nakonha:ka Inaugural Regional Gathering 
as we start a new day together: a day to honour our past, 
celebrate our new beginnings as a region and share visions and 
dreams for the future. 

Our Regional Gathering Planning Team has been intentional 
about exploring some new ways of gathering and sharing what it 
means to live out our faith in new ways, facing new challenges 

and envisioning new opportunities. A heartfelt invitation is extended to all ministry personnel and to the lay 
representatives who will be selected by communities of faith at their annual general meetings, with a special 
welcome to any new youth lay representatives from each community of faith who may be joining us for the 
first time. All are welcome!  

Registration information will be available shortly. Watch this space! 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Looking for more ways to stay connected?  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Nakonhaka/ 

Twitter: @Nakonhaka_uccan 
 

NOTE: Our website is still in development and will be shared as soon as it is ready! Thanks for your patience. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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FAQ 

(frequently asked questions) 

 

 

 

 

How did we choose our regional name? 
Our Executive Minister, Rosemary Lambie, shared the following history of how we came to be known 
as Conseil régional Nakonha:ka Regional Council: 

We asked for suggestions for the new name during the fall, with the decision to be made  
at the November presbytery meetings at which time everyone had a secret ballot vote. 

Four names were presented and Nakonha:ka was sent in by our Mohawk congregation  
in Kanesatake (Oka). Elder Satewas Gabriel has for many years welcomed us to the land  
as part of the opening worship for the Conference Annual General Meeting. 

We have two Mohawk communities of faith in our new regional council, and although there  
are people from many other nations living in the area, none of them have churches. The  
United Church of Canada added the Mohawk words "all my relations" to the crest a number of 
years ago in recognition that they were the first Indigenous nation to join The United Church of 
Canada. 

The work Nakonha:ka is reference to "the people of the east, the people of the rising sun",  
and there are no Mohawk communities in Canada further east than Quebec. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does Nakonha:ka mean? 

On a recent visit to Kanesatake United Church, we  
recorded a brief video conversation between Executive 
Minister Rosemary Lambie and Elder Satewas (Harvey) 
Gabriel, explaining the origins of the name Nakonha:ka 
(people of the East), along with some helpful hints for 
correct pronunciation. 

Video: http://bit.ly/Nakonhaka-Interview-RLambie-HGabriel  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the correct pronunciation of Nakonha:ka? 

Please listen to the video if you can, but a phonetic approximation would be nah-goohn-aah-ga.  
[Note: the 'k' is somewhere between a 'k' and a 'g' and the “:” represents a brief pause] 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What does the imagery in our new logo represent? 

The Nakonha:ka logo illustrates the people of the land celebrating the rising sun of a 
new day in the Eastern sky. The image also represents hope and possibility, rooted in 
the age-old blessing of the land and the community, supporting each other. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 


